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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 824k of this 

title; title 7 section 904; title 20 section 7702; title 28 

section 1491; title 33 sections 558b, 558c. 

§ 831. Creation; short title 

For the purpose of maintaining and operating 
the properties now owned by the United States 
in the vicinity of Muscle Shoals, Alabama, in 
the interest of the National defense and for agri-
cultural and industrial development, and to im-
prove navigation in the Tennessee River and to 
control the destructive flood waters in the Ten-
nessee River and Mississippi River Basins, there 
is created a body corporate by the name of the 
‘‘Tennessee Valley Authority’’ (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Corporation’’). The board of di-
rectors first appointed shall be deemed the 
incorporators, and the incorporation shall be 
held to have been effected from the date of the 
first meeting of the board. This chapter may be 
cited as the ‘‘Tennessee Valley Authority Act of 
1933.’’ 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 1, 48 Stat. 58.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Financial control of Government Corporations, see 

section 9101 et seq. of Title 31, Money and Finance. 

§ 831a. Directors of the Authority 

(a) Composition of board; appointment and des-
ignation 

The board of directors of the Corporation 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘board’’) shall be 
composed of three members, to be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. In appointing the members 
of the board, the President shall designate the 
chairman. All other officials, agents, and em-
ployees shall be designated and selected by the 
board. 

(b) Terms of office; successors 

The terms of office of the members first tak-
ing office after May 18, 1933, shall expire as des-
ignated by the President at the time of nomina-
tion, one at the end of the third year, one at the 
end of the sixth year, and one at the end of the 
ninth year, after May 18, 1933. A successor to a 
member of the board shall be appointed in the 
same manner as the original members and shall 
have a term of office expiring nine years from 
the date of the expiration of the term for which 
his predecessor was appointed. 

(c) Vacancies 

Any member appointed to fill a vacancy in the 
board occurring prior to the expiration of the 
term for which his predecessor was appointed 
shall be appointed for the remainder of such 
term. 

(d) Quorums 

Vacancies in the board, so long as there shall 
be two members in office, shall not impair the 
powers of the board to execute the functions of 
the Corporation, and two of the members in of-
fice shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
action of the business of the board. 

(e) Citizenship; compensation; Government hous-
ing; reimbursement for expenses; outside 
business 

Each of the members of the board shall be a 
citizen of the United States. The compensation 
of each member of the board shall be paid by the 
Corporation as current expenses. Each member 
of the board, in addition to his salary, shall be 
permitted to occupy as his residence one of the 
dwelling houses owned by the Government in 
the vicinity of Muscle Shoals, Alabama, the 
same to be designated by the President of the 
United States. Members of the board shall be re-
imbursed by the Corporation for actual expenses 
(including traveling and subsistence expenses) 
incurred by them in the performance of the du-
ties vested in the board by this chapter. No 
member of said board shall, during his continu-
ance in office, be engaged in any other business, 
but each member shall devote himself to the 
work of the Corporation. 

(f) Conflicts of interest 

No director shall have financial interest in 
any public-utility corporation engaged in the 
business of distributing and selling power to the 
public nor in any corporation engaged in the 
manufacture, selling, or distribution of fixed ni-
trogen or fertilizer, or any ingredients thereof, 
nor shall any member have any interest in any 
business that may be adversely affected by the 
success of the Corporation as a producer of con-
centrated fertilizers or as a producer of electric 
power. 

(g) Function of board 

The board shall direct the exercise of all the 
powers of the Corporation. 

(h) Confidence in the Authority 

All members of the board shall be persons who 
profess a belief in the feasibility and wisdom of 
this chapter. 

(May 18, 1933, ch. 32, § 2, 48 Stat. 59.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions covering the compensation of members of 

the board have been omitted as compensation of the 

Chairman and members of the board is covered by sec-

tions 5314 and 5315 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS 

For assignment of certain emergency preparedness 

functions to Board of Directors of Tennessee Valley Au-

thority, see Parts 1, 2, and 24 of Ex. Ord. No. 12656, Nov. 

18, 1988, 53 F.R. 47491, set out as a note under section 

5195 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

§ 831b. Officers and employees; wages of laborers 
and mechanics; application of employees’ 
compensation provisions 

The board shall without regard to the provi-
sions of Civil Service laws applicable to officers 
and employees of the United States, appoint 
such managers, assistant managers, officers, 
employees, attorneys, and agents as are nec-
essary for the transaction of its business, fix 
their compensation, define their duties, and pro-
vide a system of organization to fix responsibil-
ity and promote efficiency. Any appointee of the 
board may be removed in the discretion of the 


